Petawawa’s Best Kept Secret

Dynamic by Nature!  The theme of Petawawa – and dynamic it is in many ways.  Not that far from Ottawa (2 hours by car – the way I drive…) but with a country flavor.  I have always said we have the best of both worlds.

For anyone who loves the out of doors, this is the perfect place to live.  But what is Petawawa’s secret?   A sign that simply says Emerald Necklace is the key.  You don’t know what the Emerald Necklace is?  You’re not alone; most visitors don’t – unless a local has taken you there.

The sign is located right next to the Town of Petawawa offices and fire hall and a log archway, although eye catching, doesn’t tell you what you will find as you stroll through the arch – at least not from the road.
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Situated behind the building is a panoramic view of the Petawawa River rapids and the beautifully designed Emerald Trail – paved walkway that stretches from Petawawa Boulevard near CFB Petawawa to another log archway a block below Town Hall, gazebo, open air stage for a multitude of performances by local musicians, lifeguard on duty at the sandy beach that the kids absolutely love.

This treasure is also a photographer’s paradise. Whether you like to photograph still life (tons of flower varieties to choose from), the rapids, and people in action (kayaking or white water rafting anyone?  You are only as limited in scope as your imagination.

I’ve taken many visitors for a stroll behind the Town Hall and all are bowled over at the sight that hits them.  Some have traveled to Petawawa on business, but never knew this ‘treasure’ was there.  Others, especially from the Toronto area would give their right arm to have this beautiful spot at their doorstep.

What boggles the mind though is why the Town hasn’t bothered to improve on the Emerald Necklace sign.  Even adding the word ‘park’ or ‘trail’ would make such a huge difference to visitors passing by.

I chatted with a couple today who came partway down the trail from the highway and then turned and went back before they reached the catwalk area – they had no idea what they were missing and were quite surprised when I told them they had missed the best part!!

As with most natural beauty, local residents don’t seem to take advantage of what the area has to offer – they figure I can always go there and travel instead to far off places.  Friends, you have something very precious right in your own back yard.

Now if Town Council could only see that our visitors need to see a sign that attracts their attention and makes them drive in instead of driving by, then the Emerald Necklace would bring enjoyment to so many more visitors – and who knows it might be enough of a reason for them to return….
